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Hatred paralyzes life; love releases it.  Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it.  Hatred darkens life; love illuminates it.

Martin Luther King Jr.
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Summaries of Texts Used

Maniac Magee
Jerry Spinelli

This novel by Jerry Spinelli takes place in a town called Two Mills, somewhere in Pennsylvania during the late 1950s to 1960s. This town is racially divided; the East End for blacks and the West End for whites.  Jeffery Lionel Magee, a runaway orphan who has fled a miserable life of living with his very unhappily married aunt and uncle, has unknowingly walked into war zone between blacks and whites. 

Maniac Magee, born as Jeffrey Lionel Magee, became an orphan when he was 3 years old due a trolley accident that killed both of his parents.  After spending the next eight years living with his aunt and uncle, who couldn’t even stand to speak to each other, Magee ran away.

Magee runs until he reaches the town of Two Mills, in Pennsylvania.  Unknowingly to Magee, he has stepped into a town that is racially divided- the East End for blacks and the West End for whites.  The first encounter that Magee has with anyone in Two Mills is named Amanda Beale, an African American girl who is shocked to see Magee roaming the streets of the East End.  Magee is cursed with the innocence of not understanding racism, having never dealt with it while he was living with his relatives.

Over the course of the story Magee remains torn between the two towns.  He knows that by “town law” he belongs on the West End with the other white people, but he has befriended people both sides.  Magee lived with the Beale family on the East End for a while, and on the West End has become a role model to two young boys, the McNab twins.  

Magee is looking for a home, something he has never had the opportunity to have.  The challenge for Magee is finding comfort in a torn town, while trying to influence others to see beneath skin color.  Eventually Magee decides to stay with the Beale family, and finally has a home with people who love him.  

Sometimes, the right answers are right in front of our eyes.  

Freedom Summer
Anne Schwartz

The takes place in the summer of 1964, the summer of desegregation in the South.  The Civil Rights Act had just been passed, and tension rang high throughout the community.  This story depicts the lives on two young boys, one white and one black.  Joe and John Henry are best friends, even though John Henry’s mother works as the black housekeep for Joe’s white family.  The boys spend a lot of time together after school, mainly because until the Civil Rights Act, blacks were not allowed in public school.  Once that is changed, Joe tries to include John Henry in the community.  People are very reluctant to bridge the gap between the races, and the two boys must face this hardship together.  

A Dream of Freedom:  The Civil Rights Movement from 1954 to 1968
Diane McWhorter

This supplemental text is a time line of the events that shaped forever what is known in our nation as The Civil Rights Movement.  The book depicts key events such as, Brown v. The Board of Education and Little Rock School.  Major influences during the Civil Rights Movement are also describes, such as Martin Luther King Jr., Emmett Till.  It also includes photos, which allow students to put faces and places with times and events.  Students and adults alike will find this text informative and intriguing at the same time.
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To really understand Maniac Magee, students need to know the time period that he lived in.  What were this “West side” and “East side” all about?  You are invited to travel back in time… 
Take a look at the cover your book, read the following quote, as well as the back cover of Maniac Magee.  Answer the following questions after you’d completed those tasks. 
“In the early 1960s the American South had long been a place where black Americans could not drink from the same drinking fountains as whites, attend the same schools, or enjoy the same public areas.  Then the Civil Rights Act of 1964 became a law and states that “All persons shall be entitled to the full and equal enjoyment” of any public place, regardless of “…race, color, religion or national origin.”  
A Note about the Text-Freedom Summer

1. Based on what you read, what do you think this book is going to be about?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2. What are some things you know about Civil Rights?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

3. What are some challenges you believe that Maniac Magee is going to face throughout the story?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

4. What do you think the significance of the illustration on the cover of the book is?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Through exploring these internet websites, you will better understand the town that Maniac finds himself in the middle of.  By researching key events and people of the Civil Rights Movement, the division between the West Side and the Easy Side won’t seem quite so odd.

Directions: Go to following bookmarked websites and explore the history of the Civil Rights Movement.  Find the information to answer the questions in the data retrieval chart, and fill-in the appropriate boxes.  
http://www.voicesofcivilrights.org/voices3.html
This website includes the history of civil rights in America, as well as personal stories and testimonies from people who were directly affected by the lack of civil rights, the success of the Movement.  
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/16-history/410-civil-rights-movement.html
Kidskonnect is a website developed for kids.  It contains major players of the Civil Rights Movement, as well as many events that lead to equal rights for all people.

Data Retrieval Chart

	
	Name 1-2 events that led up to the Civil Rights Movement. 
	Who was a major player in the Civil Rights Movement, and what did they contribute?

	The Voice of Civil Rights website


	
	

	LBJ for Kids website
	
	


Day 2/Section 1-Chapters 1-5/Pages 5-19

Vocabulary

You will discover these words throughout your reading.  Use context clues to predict their meanings, and then look up the words in the dictionary.  Lastly, use your prediction and the definition to write your own definition of the word.  Have fun!  
	Words for thought!
	Page #
	What it means…

	Smatter
	6
	

	Suspicious
	10
	

	Puzzlement


	11
	

	Weaving
	14
	*Remember the context clues!*

	Commotion
	16
	

	Blundering
	16
	

	Clamoring
	18
	


Word Networks

· What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word smatter?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

· What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word suspicious?

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


· What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word puzzlement?

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


· What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word weaving?

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

· What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word commotion?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

· What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word blundering?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word clamoring?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

http://www.lesn.appstate.edu/fryeem/RE4030/Pirates/Peter/vocabulary.htm
Character Sketcher

You are invited to learn more about Maniac Magee, or Jeffrey, or Maniac- whatever you prefer!
Please take notes on how Maniac Magee acts, thinks, feels, and looks. 

· To begin, reread the following passages, to find out more about Jeffrey Lionel Magee.

1. Read page 5.  Describe Maniac’s life before the death of his parents.

________________________________________________________________

2. Read pages 6 and 7.  How would you describe how Maniac feels about living with his aunt and uncle?

___________________________________________________________________________

3. Why did Maniac Magee begin running? 

___________________________________________________________________________

4. On page 11, Maniac meets Amanda Beale.  He acts _________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

5. When Maniac saw the high school kids dump Arnold into Finsterwald’s yard, he

__________________________________________________________________________

He did this because _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Take what you know so far, and create an artistic representation of Maniac Magee.  Perhaps it is a sketch of what you think he looks like, or maybe an emotion that you think is an important part of who he is.  Be creative!  
Days 4-5/Chapters 6-11/Pages 20-40

	Tier 2 Words
	Page #
	Student Friendly Definitions

	twanged 
	20
	a sharp ringing sound

	whizzing
	22
	the fast movement of an object, causing such a sound

	gapping
	24
	open mouthed, amazed

	lurching
	26
	to roll or tip suddenly

	croaking
	27
	a deep harsh sound

	blemish
	30
	a mark that makes something imperfect

	wobbled
	31
	to move with a jerking rocking motion

	WRITE YOUR OWN STUDENT FRIENDLY DEFINITIONS: MAKE SURE YOU CHECK TO SEE HOW THE WORD IS USED IN THE BOOK

	slush
	20
	 

	hunched
	23
	 

	punky
	23
	 

	slithered
	24
	 

	pandemonium
	25
	 

	jolted
	26
	 

	buzzing
	28
	 

	stunned
	30
	 

	screeching
	31
	 

	runt
	32
	 

	crumble
	36
	 

	hoisted
	39
	 

	hauling
	40
	 

	SELECT YOUR OWN WORDS FROM THE READING

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Sentence Stems/Idea Completions

The last time that I heard an object or thing twang was when I was 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

Baseballs can go whizzing through the air, so can  

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

McNabs mouth was gapping because

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

A person who is lurching usually does this

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.
I heard a person croaking, when they spoke, when

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

I have a blemish it is visible when

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

Maniac wobbled when he jumped off the tracks. A time that I wobbled was when

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.



Maniac Magee
Written by Jerry Spinelli 

The Children’s Crusades

Liberation Curriculum, Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project, ©2004

http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/kingweb/liberation_curriculum/pdfs/childrenscrusadehandout.pdf
Newspaper Articles: Birmingham Children’s Crusades

http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/kingweb/liberation_curriculum/pdfs/newspapers_childrenscrusade.pdf
You are invited to go on a literary journey with Maniac Magee. You will read about the information contained in the book that Maniac received from Amanda Beale, and how children played an important role in the desegregation of America.  In addition, you will be reading several primary source documents which relate to the events by newspapers in Birmingham, Alabama. You will expand your knowledge of the desegregation of America. As your teacher, I invite you to keep your own Diary of sorts. 

  

You will begin a Double Entry Diary, otherwise known as a DED. You will be reading, writing in your diary, rereading, and discussing throughout these entire books of historical fiction and nonfiction. 

  

As you are assigned your reading, you will write three entries in your DED regarding the overview of the children’s crusades and two entries in your DED for each newspaper article. You will find important words, quotations, or passages from the book. Then you will explain why those words, quotations, and passages are important—in other words, when you read them, what do those words mean to you? 

  

You will write each entry so that it looks something like this table: 

  

	From the article (words, quotes, passages). Please include the quote or words. 
	What it means to me 

	  

  

  
	  


  

Here are options that you may choose to write about and how you might organize your thoughts: 

  

	Significant passage copied from the text; include page and paragraph #. 
Quote 
	Connections or reactions to recorded statement 
Reaction (How you feel about the quote) 

	Quote 
	Connection (Self, Text, World) 

	Quote/Picture 
	Inference (What you think it means) 

	Quote 
	Question 

	Prediction 
	What Really Happened (You will complete this after you know) 
  

	Question you have or something you don’t understand 
	Answer or possible answer 

	Fact 
	 Your Opinion 

	Effect (What happened?) 
	Cause (Why did it happen?) 

	Author’s Craft (Simile, metaphor, personification) 
	Explanation of what it means and how it adds importance to the passage 


  

Here is what your schedule will look like: 

  

Section 1 
Part A 
You and a partner will read about the children’s crusade. Together we will read the newspaper articles about the crusades.   

You and your partner can discuss the following topics. As you are reading, think about the following: 

· What happened that encouraged children to protest?

· Why were the children protesting?

· Children’s’ feelings about the protests—what is your opinion? 

· What did the police use to take the children away?
· Number of children involved

· Important civil rights leaders and their views of the children’s involvement

Remember to write at least 3 journal entries for Section 1. In addition, remember to add to the terms and definitions which we started . Remember to include sketches, associations and anything else to help you remember important words and terms.  

  

	From the article (words, quotes, passages). Please include the quote or words. 
	What it means to me 

	  

  

  
	  

	
	

	
	

	
	


Author’s Craft
“The use of simile and other figurative language is one of the chief delights of  fiction–reading it and writing it, as well. When it’s on target, a simile delights us in much the same way meeting an old friend in a crowd of strangers does. By comparing two seemingly unrelated objects…we are sometimes able to see an old thing in a new and vivid way. Even if the result is mere clarity instead of beauty, I think writer and reader are participating together in a kind of miracle.“ (p. 176)

From Stephen King’s On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft
Jerry Spinelli chose his words very carefully, making use of one primary literary device.  It appeals to the reader’s imagination by using such figurative language.  Along with your partner, find at least four examples of a simile from your reading in Chapters 6 through 11. Then explain how each passage adds meaning to the story.

	
	Example from the book:
	Example from the book:

	Simile: a comparison that includes the words like or as.

Example from Chapter 6

[McNab] “was like a shark”. P. 23 Paragraph 3

What this passage adds to the story:

This gives descriptive details about McNab and allows the reader to develop a deeper understanding of his state of  mind.
	 Page number:

Example: 

What this passage adds to the story: 


	Page number: 

Example: 

What this passage adds to the story: 

	
	Page number: 

Example: 

What this passage adds to the story: 


	Page number: 

Example: 

What this passage adds to the story: 




Maniac for Mayor
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Pretend that Maniac is running for mayor of Two Mills. Have your students design an election poster and campaign slogan for him. Then, assign them to write and deliver endorsement speeches in favor of Maniac for Mayor.

To help you with ideas, here is a sight from a students who ran for positions and won elections.

http://www.schoolelection.com/ONLINE/P14497509344/HIGHLIGHTS_PAID/S058803/F940702IDEAS.html
Days 7-8/Chapters 12-16/Pages 41-58

Vocabulary

Find these words in Chapters 12-16 of Maniac Magee.  Use context clues to predict the meanings of the words.  You may use the Scholastic Kids’ Dictionary to look up the words.  Use the context clues and dictionary definitions to write your own definitions of the words.

	Vocabulary Word
	Student Definition

	quiver
	

	solemnly
	

	solitude
	

	vowed
	

	veering
	


Activities:

Synonyms and Antonyms

	Synonym
	Vocabulary Word
	Antonym

	
	quiver
	

	
	solemnly
	

	
	solitude
	

	
	vowed
	

	
	veering
	


Applause, Applause!

Clap to show how much (not at all, a little bit, a lot) you would like:

· to have your legs quiver.

· to appear solemnly.

· to be in solitude.

· to be vowed to.

· to be veering off the path.

Word Networks

What people, things, or situations come to mind when you hear the word:

· quiver?

· solemnly?

· solitude?

· vowed?

· veering?

Character Sketcher
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You are invited to learn more about Amanda.  Please take notes on how Amanda acts and looks.
To begin, think about “descriptive words” that capture Amanda’s personality and try to find passages in Chapters 12 and 13 that show how Amanda is acting.  Think about why or how those words describe Amanda in the passages.  Remember these will be implied traits.  Use the traits below to help you.

Choose 3 of the following traits and find passages in Chapters 12 and 13 that demonstrate how Amanda is acting:

	thoughtful
	embarrassed
	frustrated
	trusting

	irritated
	confident
	mortified
	unselfish


· On page _________, paragraph _________, Amanda acts ________________________________ because/when _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· On page _________, paragraph _________, Amanda acts ________________________________ because/when _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· On page _________, paragraph _________, Amanda acts ________________________________ because/when _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Then, use the passages to complete an artistic impression of Amanda.  Are there any passages you noticed that describe Amanda’s appearance?

Double-Entry Diary

You are about to travel to the other side of town with Jeffrey Magee.  As you read, you will use this double-entry diary, also called a DED, to keep track of events happening in the story and your thoughts on these events.  You will be reading, writing in your diary, rereading, and discussing throughout reading Maniac Magee.  

As you are assigned your reading, you will look to specific sections in the book to seek the amount of DED entries you will need to write.  You will find important words, quotations, or passages from the book.  Then you will explain why those words, quotations, and passages are important—in other words, when you read them, what do these words mean to you?

You will write each entry so that it looks something like this table:

	Quotes from the book (words, quotes, passages).

Please include the page and paragraph.
	What it means to me.


Here are options that you may choose to write about and how you might organize your thoughts:

	Significant passage copied from the text; include page and paragraph number
	Connections or reactions to recorded statement

	Quote
	Reaction (How you feel about the quote)

	Quote
	Connection (Self, Text, World)

	Quote/Picture
	Inference (What you think it means)

	Quote
	Question

	Prediction
	What really happened (You will complete this after you know.)

	Question you have or don’t understand
	Answer or possible answer from text

	Fact from text
	Your opinion

	Effect (What happened?)
	Cause (Why did it happen?)

	Author’s Craft (simile, metaphor, personification)
	Explanation of what it means and how it adds importance to the passage


You will read Chapters 12-16.

While you’re reading think about the following:

· Maniac’s relationship with the Beale family.

· Changes in Maniac’s life.

· Changes in the Beale family.

· How Jeffrey Magee received his nickname.

· Issues with skin color.

Remember to write three journal entries.
Discussion Director
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Your job is to involve the students in your group by thinking and talking about the section of the book you have just read, Chapters 12-16.  You are going to ask questions that really help the students in your group think about the reading.  Your questions should require students to discuss their interpretations of the text and connect background experience and knowledge with the text.  You want all students involved in the discussion and talking about issues that come up during the reading.


Your job as the Discussion Director is to come up with five thinking questions.  You really want to make your group think about what you all have just read.  You are trying to make sure everyone in your group understands or comprehends the reading.  It is very important that you ask your group fat, juicy, thinking questions and not easy, right there, in the book questions.  Remember you may wish to begin your questions with the following words/phrases:

Who?, What?, Where?, When?, Why?, How?, If _______, then _______?


I really want you to help the students in your group to go back to the book to find their answers if they don’t know them.  So, to help this run very smoothly, you need to write down:

· the questions

· your answers to your questions

· the page numbers where the students can reference the text to justify their responses to your questions

I will tell you what types of questions you need to ask.

Days 10-11/Chapters 17-21/Pages 59-76

You will complete the following chart writing child-friendly definitions for these words. Then, you are invited to complete a set of daily vocabulary activities to go with these words.
 
	Word
	Meaning

	frantically
p. 62
	 



	hibernating
p. 65
	 



	contortions
p.69
	 



	weathering
p. 70
	 



	leering
p. 75
	 




Sentence Stems/Idea Completions
·        I know Amanda is pedaling frantically because _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________.
·        Animals are usually hibernating during what time and why

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________.

·        Cobble’s Knot had contortions because it had

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________.

·        Cobble’s Knot had changed due to weathering because

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________.

·        The Cobras were leering because, which means they were

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________.

 
 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It

Create a newspaper write-up using at least 2 vocabulary words about Maniac Magee undoing Cobble’s Knot.

Street Scene

Illustrate the street scene from Chapter 17.  Include details and people.  Write a paragraph about your illustration.

Days 13-14/Chapters 22-26/Pages 77-79



(Yes...vocabulary!)
Chapters 22-26

Directions: You will encounter these words while you are reading.  Jot down the sentence that these words are used in, and using context clues and prior knowledge, create a definition for that word.  Next, use a dictionary and write down the definition of that word.   

	Word
	Sentence the word is used in
	Your definition of the word & the dictionary’s definition

	Lumbering

Page 80
	
	

	Lugging
Page 80



	
	

	Recognition
Page 86


	
	

	Notion
Page 86


	
	

	Dumbfounded
Page 87


	
	

	Grizzled
Page 88


	
	

	Rickety
Page 92


	
	


           

Directions:  Your job as the discussion director is to get your classmates thinking about the section of the book you just read.  You are going to create at least 5 thinking questions that will get brains turned on and interested!  

Your questions should really get students thinking about the reading.  They should lead to discussion and require that students certainly read the book to this point, in order to answer and understand responses.  

The key part is, you want ALL students involved in the discussion!

It is important that your questions require critical thinking and aren’t too easy.  You want everyone to analyze the reading, think about what it really means, and then put together a quality response.  

Think about these key words when trying to create higher-level thinking questions.

Who?, What?, Where?, When?, Why?, How?
Teacher Input:

When you create your questions, write them down.  Also, write the answer to the question, as well as the page number that contains the answer to the question.  This way, if there is confusion about a question, or another student has a question about the book, you can quickly refer back to the correct section.
Listed below are topics that you can focus on:
Maniac meeting Grayson
Maniac and Grayson’s talk about school
Maniac and Grayson’s conversation about the East End
Grayson’s baseball past




In this section you were introduced to Grayson.  You are invited to learn more about this mysterious-once minor league baseball player…

Directions: Please take notes on how Grayson acts, thinks, feels, and looks. 
1. On page 80 and 81, INFER as to how Grayson feels about finding and touching Maniac Magee.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. When Maniac Magee told Grayson about living on Sycamore Street, what was Grayson’s reaction?  (Page 82)  What can you predict about Grayson based on that reaction?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
3. What can you conclude about how Grayson views himself by his remark on page 89, “ I ain’t got no story.  I ain’t nobody. I work at the park.” 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. Based on this section, make a prediction about the relationship between Maniac and Grayson.  What do you think it will become later in the story?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

5. Terms like, gray, grizzled, old, dusty fingered, describe Grayson.  Based on this, what do you think Grayson looks like?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



-Grayson
Grayson was a minor-league baseball pitcher.  He had always dreamed of making it to the majors but unfortunately he said he missed his opportunity.

Think about this selection from the book-

“ Grayson said, “Pitcher.”  This word, unlike the others, was not worn at all, but fresh and robust.  It startled Maniac.  It declared:  I am not what you see.  I am not a line-laying, pickup-driving, live-at-the-Y, bean-brained parkhand.  I am not rickety, whiskered worm chow.  I am a pitcher.”

Create a baseball trading card for Grayson.  


Days 16-17/Chapters 27-32/Pages 100-118

	Tier 2 Words
	Page #
	Student Friendly Definitions

	knack
	101
	A clever, way of doing something.

	protested
	105
	To disagree with something and voice your opinion on the matter.

	unburdened
	105
	to relieve something from trouble 

	thronged
	106
	to crowd into 

	timidly
	114
	not trying to gain attention, quiet 

	stoic
	115
	Someone who is not affected by emotions, pleasure, or pain.

	WRITE YOUR OWN STUDENT FRIENDLY DEFINITIONS: MAKE SURE YOU CHECK TO SEE HOW THE WORD IS USED IN THE BOOK

	orneriest
	101
	 

	yipped
	102
	 

	clenching
	103
	 

	preposterous
	105
	 

	pursuers
	106
	 

	mammoth
	107
	 

	appreciate
	108
	 

	undisturbed
	112
	 

	enchantment
	113
	 

	mourner
	116
	 

	SELECT YOUR OWN WORDS FROM THE READING

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Word Networks 

•
What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word knack?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word protested?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word unburdened?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word thronged?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word timidly?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
What people things, situations, or words come to mind when you think about the word stoic?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.



Have students form small groups and have them conduct research on the problem of homelessness in other parts of the world, such as India, South America, or Central America. Have at least one group research the history of homelessness in the United States, focusing perhaps on the Great Depression. Groups should present their findings to the class in oral reports. Discuss the fact that homelessness is not a new problem, nor is it confined to individual neighborhoods, cities, or countries. Have students do research on the homeless in their communities. Have them try to uncover who is homeless, why, and what their lives are like. Ask students to consider why it's so difficult to accurately count how many homeless people there are. 

Found From: http://sachemreads.com/Documents/6%20-%20Maniac%20Magee%20Unit.doc
Reflect on how Maniacs life was like when he did not have anywhere to go or anyone to care for him.



Oral History 
Maniac Magee learns about Grayson from the tales the old man tells. Have your students learn more about a significant elderly person in his/her life. If you can’t think of anyone specifically, visit a nearby nursing home and ask some of the following questions. The total interview should be between one to two hours. Take a recorder, and take notes/pictures. 
Biography of a Family Member:  Step One, The Interview
 

1.  Choose your subject.  Since many of the questions focus on how life has changed over the years, try to choose someone who is at least 40 years old.  It is best to interview a parent, aunt, uncle, or grandparent. 

2.  Look through the questions.  Add or delete questions where you feel it would improve the interview.  You may want to review the questions with the interviewee.  She/he may want you to ask a special question.  She/he may also want to think about the questions for a day or two before the interview. 

3.  Make an appointment for the interview.  This should take about one too two hours, if done correctly.  You may want to split the questions in several segments of a half hour each.   

4. Conduct the interview.  Remember, you may add or delete where you feel it would improve the interview.  If the person you are interviewing wants to focus on one part of her/his life, allow her/him to do so.  The questions are to help you, not limit you. 
 
 

Biography of a Family Member 

Interviewer:_________________________________________ 

Date:_______________________________________________ 

Person being interviewed: ______________________________________ 

Relation to the Interviewer: ______________________________________ 

Early Years:
1. When and where were you born? 

2. With whom did you live during your childhood? 

3. What are some of your earliest memories? 

4. How would you have described yourself as a student in elementary school? 

5. Where did you go to elementary school, and what was your general impression of the school? 

6. How do you think schools, homework, and teaching styles have changed since you went to school? 

7.  What did you do to have fun after school? 
 
 

8. What were some of your favorite games?  

9.  Where did you and your friends like to play? 

10. What were your responsibilities as a child?  

11. Who did you like to spend time with as a child?  Can you share a special memory with that person? 

12. How did your friends and family celebrate birthdays?  Do you remember any one special birthday? 

13.  What are your special memories of holidays and other celebrations? 

14. What did you do during summer vacations?  What were some of your favorite things to do? 

15. How would you compare children today to children when you were a child?  How has time affected them? 

16. Is their anything else that you would like to tell me about your childhood?

Teen Years: 

1. Where did you go to junior high and high school, and what was your general impression of the schools? 
 

2. How would you describe yourself as a student? 
 

3. What were your favorite subjects in school?  Do you recall any special teachers? 
 

4. What kinds of activities (sports, clubs, special events) did you enjoy? 
 

5.  What were the popular fashions (clothing, music, entertainment) of the time? 
 

6. What were your interests outside of school?   
 

7. What did you and your friends like to do to have fun? 
 

9.  What were your responsibilities at home? 
 

10.  Did you start working in high school?  What did you do to earn money? 
 

11. What are some of your favorite memories of your teen years? 
 

12. What were you most proud of at the time? 
 

13. Do you have any regrets from this time of your life? 
 

14. What were your hopes for the future at this time? 
 
 

Young adulthood:
1.  What did you do after high school? 
 

2.  What were your greatest challenges or fears, and how did you face them? 
 

3. What was going on in the world around you?  How did this affect you? 
 

4.  What are your favorite memories of this time in your life? 
 

5.  What are you most proud of? 
 

Adulthood, and Reflecting on It All:
1. How did you get yourself “settled” (job, home, marriage, independence)? 
 

2. Did you have children?  If so, share your most special memories of this. 

3. What career did you want?  Did you accomplish this goal? 
 

4. What was going on in the world around you?  How did this affect you? 
 

5. Which accomplishments or memories make you feel most proud? 
 

6. How would you characterize each decade of your adult life? 

7.  What were the most memorable happy and sad times of each decade?  
 

8.  If you could do anything over, what would it be? 
  

9. What are your hopes for the future? 

 

10. What are the greatest changes you have witnessed in your life?  These may be changes in technology, social morals, fashions, international relations, national issues, or anything else you feel has changed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.  What lessons did you learn through your experiences that you would like to share with young people? 
 
 
 
 

12. If you could teach young people a lesson about how to view life, what would this lesson be? 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are finished with the questions, ask the interviewee if there is anything she/he would like to add.  Then allow her/him to listen to the interview.  Enjoy it together.  Allow her/him to edit or add to the interview by writing down extra details or adding other memories. 

Found From: http://sachemreads.com/Documents/6%20-%20Maniac%20Magee%20Unit.doc


Create a cinquain poem about Grayson. Use the following guide, and the information in chapters 27 through 32 to help you build your poem.

First Line –  Includes a one -word title, a noun

Second Line –   Includes two adjectives

Third Line – Includes three - ing participles

Fourth Line – Consists of a phrase

Fifth Line - a synonym for your title, another noun

Use this organizer to write your own cinquain.

1_____________________________
a one word title, a noun that tells what your poem is about

2________________, _____________
two adjectives that describe what you're writing about

3_________, ___________, _______
three -ing participles that describe what your poem is about

4______________________________
a phrase that tells more about what you're writing about

5______________________________
a synonym for your title, another noun that tells what your poem is about

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson43/RWT016-2.PDF
Days 19-20/Chapters 33-36/Pages 121-140

You will complete the following chart writing child-friendly definitions for these words. Then, you are invited to complete a set of daily vocabulary activities to go with these words.
 
	Word
	Meaning

	beseeching
p. 123
	 



	gaunt
p.123
	 



	desolation
p.122
	 



	nonchalantly

p. 133
	 



	lurched
p. 132
	 




Examples and Non-examples

·        Which would best describe the word beseeching?
·        A person asking for money 
·        A  chef making food

Which would best describe the word gaunt?
·        A person stranded on a deserted island 
·        A person at a restaurant
Which would best describe the word desolation?
·        A house that has burned downed 
·        A house during christmas
Which would best describe the word nonchalantly?
·        Someone who cries when they make a F
·        Someone who doesn’t care what grade they make
Which would best describe the word lurched?
·        Stepping hard on the gas pedal in a car 
·        A ball rolling down the hill
Wanted

Make a wanted poster for Russell and Piper McNab, include:

	Character name

	Wanted For…

	Physical Description

	Personality

	Interests

	Main Goal in Life 

	Dislikes

	Hang Outs

	Suspected Whereabouts

	Time and Place Last Seen


Welcome to the McNab House

Draw a floor plan of the McNab’s house including details from the section.  Write about what your reaction would be if you were to spend the night there.

Days 22-23/Chapters 37-41/Pages 141-161
Vocabulary

Find these words in Chapters 37-41 of Maniac Magee.  Use context clues to predict the meanings of the words.  You may use the Scholastic Kids’ Dictionary to look up the words.  Use the context clues and dictionary definitions to write your own definitions of the words.

	Vocabulary Word
	Student Definition

	perilous
	

	scowling
	

	pandemonium
	

	ludicrous
	

	marauding
	


Forms of a Word:

	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	
	
	perilous

	
	
	scowling

	
	pandemonium
	

	
	
	ludicrous

	
	
	marauding


Double-Entry Diary

As you read, you will use this double-entry diary, also called a DED, to keep track of events happening in the story and your thoughts on these events.  You will be reading, writing in your diary, rereading, and discussing throughout reading Maniac Magee.  

As you are assigned your reading, you will look to specific sections in the book to seek the amount of DED entries you will need to write.  You will find important words, quotations, or passages from the book.  Then you will explain why those words, quotations, and passages are important—in other words, when you read them, what do these words mean to you?

You will write each entry so that it looks something like this table:

	Quotes from the book (words, quotes, passages).

Please include the page and paragraph.
	What it means to me.


Here are options that you may choose to write about and how you might organize your thoughts:

	Significant passage copied from the text; include page and paragraph number
	Connections or reactions to recorded statement

	Quote
	Reaction (How you feel about the quote)

	Quote
	Connection (Self, Text, World)

	Quote/Picture
	Inference (What you think it means)

	Quote
	Question

	Prediction
	What really happened (You will complete this after you know.)

	Question you have or don’t understand
	Answer or possible answer from text

	Fact from text
	Your opinion

	Effect (What happened?)
	Cause (Why did it happen?)

	Author’s Craft (simile, metaphor, personification)
	Explanation of what it means and how it adds importance to the passage


You will read Chapters 37-41.

While you’re reading think about the following:

· Maniac’s heroic feats for Russell and Piper.

· Maniac going into the East end.

· Maniac racing Mars Bar.

· The “pillbox”.

· Piper’s birthday party.

Remember to write three journal entries.
Make an ABC Book

Choose one or two items from the chart below to create pages for an alphabet book for all to share.  Each page should include a large capital letter, an illustration or some artistic impression, and a paragraph (at least five sentences) explaining your letter representation.  Design your page with an interesting format and type font.  Your page should be vertical.  The following words are examples you may use:

	A

Amanda Beale
	B

Mr. & Mrs. Beale
	C

Cobras

Cobble’s Knot
	D

Aunt Dot

Uncle Dan
	E

East Side



	F

Finsterwald
	G

Grayson

George McNab
	H

Hester Beale

Hands Down
	I
	J

John McNab

	K

Krimpets
	L

Lester Beale
	M

Mars Bar

Maniac Magee
	N
	O

	P

Mrs. Pickwell

Piper

“Pillbox”
	Q
	R

Russell
	S
Sycamore Street
	T

Two Mills

	U
	V
	W

West Side
	X
	Y

Z

Zoo


Days 25-26/Chapters 42 -46/Pages 162- 184

	Tier 2 Words
	Page #
	Student Friendly Definitions

	gaping
	163
	deep and wide open

	gabble
	164
	to speak rapidly or incoherently 

	mergings
	171
	to come together and unite

	drenched
	173
	to wet through, soak

	propped
	174
	to support something by holding it up

	clamped
	181
	to hold together and shut tightly

	rasping
	182
	saying something in an irritated tone

	WRITE YOUR OWN STUDENT FRIENDLY DEFINITIONS: MAKE SURE YOU CHECK TO SEE HOW THE WORD IS USED IN THE BOOK

	mercifully
	162
	 

	awkward
	162
	 

	sauntered
	165
	 

	seething
	165
	 

	gauntlet
	166
	 

	babble
	173
	 

	groggled
	174
	 

	commanded
	183
	 

	grumbling
	184
	 

	SELECT YOUR OWN WORDS FROM THE READING

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Questions, Reasons, Examples

•
If you were gaping, at something, what would you look like?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
If you were hearing people gabble, what would it sound like?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
If you were to have mergings, with someone what would be happening?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
What would need to happen for you to get drenched?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
If you had propped yourself up against something, what would be happening?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

•
If an animal had clamped down on you what would be happening?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.

· If you were rasping for breath what would you be doing?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________.


Write an ‘I AM’ poem taking the place of Maniac. Try to take on his character traits and put in information that connects to Maniac and the people that he knows.

I Am
I am (two special characteristics)
I wonder (something you are actually curious about)
I hear (an imaginary sound)
I see (an imaginary sight)
I want (an actual desire)
I am (the first line of the poem restated) 

I pretend (something you actually pretend to do)
I feel (a feeling about something imaginary)
I touch (an imaginary touch)
I worry (something that really bothers you)
I cry (something that makes you very sad)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated) 

I understand (something you know is true)
I say (something you believe in)
I dream (something you actually dream about)
I try (something you really make an effort about)
I hope (something you actually hope for)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

Author’s Craft

Jerry Spinelli described places and individuals through the use of hyperbole.  Look through chapters 42 through 46 and look for examples of hyperbole.  Along with your partner, find at least four examples of a hyperbole from your reading in Chapters 42 through 46. Then explain how each passage adds meaning to the story.

	
	Example from the book:
	Example from the book:

	Hyperbole: An exaggeration that goes beyond reality to emphasize a point.

Example from Chapter 42

“Maniac could feel the voltage that surged through Mars Bar and crackled black lightening from his eyes.” (p. 163)

What this passage adds to the story:

The reader can see the rage that is running through Mars Bar’s mind as he stands with Maniac.
	 Page number:

Example: 

What this passage adds to the story: 


	Page number: 

Example: 

What this passage adds to the story: 

	
	Page number: 

Example: 

What this passage adds to the story: 


	Page number: 

Example: 

What this passage adds to the story: 




[image: image6.png]


Discussion Director:
Maniac Magee
Section 9 (pages 162-184)
 
·        Your job is to involve the students in your group by thinking and talking about the selection of the book you have just read. You are going to ask questions that really help the students in your group think about the reading. Your questions should require students to discuss their interpretations of the text and connect background experience and knowledge with the text. You want all students involved in the discussion and talking about the issues that come up during the reading.
 
·        Your job as the Discussion Director is to come up with 5 thinking questions. Your teacher really wants you to help the students in your group to go back to the book to find their answers if they don’t know them. So, to help this run very smoothly, you need to write down the questions, your answers, and the page numbers where the students can reference the text to justify their responses to your questions.
 
·        When developing your questions, think about the following main events:
 
	 
Maniac and Mars Bar’s meeting with the McNab’s


	 
Mars Bar’s Reaction to the McNab’s ‘game’.
	 
The Pickwell’s roll in helping Maniac

	Maniac reconnecting with Mars Bar 

 
	Maniac’s reaction to Russell standing out on the trestle
	 

Amanda’s actions to get Maniac to come back ‘home’.


·        You are not limited to these events.
·        Remember to ask good thinking questions to really get the discussion going.
The activities that we wanted to include for post-reading include the following:



Maniac Magee has many of the elements of a tall tale: 

· A superhuman main character who has a unique mission to accomplish 

· A problem that is often resolved humorously 

· Frequent use of hyperbole and exaggeration 

· Characters who appear normal in most respects 

Research a tall tale character: e.g., Paul Bunyon, Johnny Appleseed, Pecos Bill, John Henry, John Chapman, Davy Crockett. Complete a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the tall tale characteristics of Manic Magee with their research character. Write a compare/contrast essay.

1. What is the mission of the character that you chose/of Manic?

2. How was the problem resolved that the character you chose faced?

3. Site several examples of hyperbole, and exaggeration in Maniac, and in the tall tale that you read.



Montgomery, Alabama was the birth place for movements which helped to desegregate America. Read the following pages in the book, Freedom Walkers, by Russell Freedman. Describe how each of the individuals played a part in the desegregation of the United States.

	
	What role did this individual play in the civil rights movement?
	How old were they when they participated?
	What happened as a result of their efforts?

	Claudette Colvin pg. 14-21


	
	
	

	Rosa Parks p. 23-35


	
	
	

	Martin Luther King, Jr. p. 36-47


	
	
	


Name ___________________________                                    Date _____________



These are the vocabulary words that we reviewed while reading Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli. For the following questions, circle the correct answer.

1. Another way to say that you talk to someone about something that you know nothing about is: 

a. yell

b. to speak formally

c. smatter 

d. discuss

2. When you are confused about something it means that you are in a state of:

a. confusion

b. inquiry

c. puzzlement 

d. peace

3. If an individual is moving in an awkward or unsteady manner it means that they are:

a. strolling

b. hopping

c. blundering 

d. meandering

4. When you are carrying or dragging something heavy it is called:

a. speeding

b. shift 

c. sedentary 

d. lugging

5. When you have a belief or view about something, it means that you have a: 

a. question

b. notion

c. picture

d. song

6. When you are very thin and boney it means that you are:

a. plump

b. overweight

c. gaunt

d. poor

7. When you roll or move suddenly it means that you:

a. do sit ups

b. lurched

c. are sleeping
d. slide

8. When you are trying to complete something at the last minute it means that you are doing it: 

a. leisurely 

b. politely

c. frantically

d. smartly

9. When something is twisted out of shape it means that it is being:

a. contorted

b. flattened

c. creamed

d. rolled

10. If you give someone a nasty suggestive look, it means that you are __________ at them.

a. smiling

b. blowing

c. leering

d. glancing

11. If you heard someone make a deep harsh sound they would be:

a. singing

b. croaking

c. dancing

d. humming
12. If you saw someone with a flaw on their face it would be a:

a. bit of makeup 

b. table

c. blemish

d. smile

13. Someone who is not affected by emotions, pleasure or pain is said to be:

a. annoyed

b. stoic

c. bothered

d. furrowed

14. If there is a hole in something that is wide open it is called:

a. closed 

b. gaping

c. noosed

d. zipped

15. If someone is completely soaked it means that they are:

a. dehydrated

b. parched

c. plopped

d. drenched

16. When a situation is extremely absurd or idiotic, to the point of being funny, it is said to be:

a. stoic

b. ludicrous 

c. emotional

d. devastating

17. If something is shaking or moving back and forth very rapidly then it is:

a. rolling

b. balanced

c. quivering 

d. elevated

18. If someone wishes to be alone then they are hoping for:

a. a party

b. solitude

c. mushrooms

d. attention

19. Another way to say that something is in a complete state of disorder is:

a. upsetting

b. peaceful

c. serene

d. pandemonium

20. If you have taken an oath to do something, then you have ____________ to do this task.

a. vowed

b. decided not

c. refused

d. allowed someone else
Rubric

	Activity/Criteria
	Your Points/Total Possible Points

	Pre-reading Activities:
· All components are complete.

· Thought is apparent in predictions made about the book.
	/5

	Internet Workshop:
· Responses are complete and accurate.
	/10

	Vocabulary:
· Nine sections are completed.

· Activities are correctly completed.
	/45

	Character Sketchers:
· Three characters are completed.

· Traits and responses are included and detailed.

· Page and paragraph numbers are included.

· Artistic representation is creative and thoughtful.
	/15

	Artistic Representation:
· Four artistic representations are completed.

· Illustration is creative and thoughtful.
	/20

	Double-Entry Diary:
· Three sections have completed DEDs with required number of entries.

· A variety of entries is used.

· Entries are accurate and thought-provoking.
	/15

	Author’s Craft:
· Two charts are completed with examples and page numbers.

· Explanations are included with how the craft adds to the text.
	/10

	Discussion Director:
· Three discussion directors are completed.

· Questions and discussions are thoughtful and insightful.
	/15

	Newspaper Article:
· Article is written creatively.
	/5

	Research and Report:
· Researched homelessness and presented information accurately.

· Report is thoughtfully written.
	/5

	Interview:
· A family member is interviewed.

· Interview is thoughtfully reflected upon.
	/5

	Poetry:
· Cinquain poem is completed using interesting word choices.

· “I am” poem is completed using interesting word choices.
	/10

	Wanted Poster:
· Illustration is creative and thoughtful.

· All information is included.
	/5

	ABC Book:
· Information presented is accurate.

· Information is presented in a creative way.

· All components are included.
	/5

	Post-Reading Activities:
· Data Retrieval Chart is completed and accurate.

· Maniac Magee:  A Contemporary Tall Tale activity is completed and accurate.
	/10

	Vocabulary Assessment:

· All answers are complete and correct.
	/20

	TOTAL:
	/200


	NCSCOS Alignment

Language Arts Objectives 

	4.07 Compose a variety of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama using self-selected topic and format (e.g., poetry, research reports, news articles, letters to the editor, business letters).

	· After reading Chapters 20 and 21, students are asked to create newspaper article about Maniac untangling Cobble’s knot. Students will take information from the text and transfer that information into a layout suitable for a newspaper article. 

· Chapters 22-26 introduce ex-minor league baseball player, Grayson.  Students will learn many things about Grayson’s past in baseball and his dreams that were never fulfilled.  After these chapters students are asked to create a baseball trading card, depicting Grayson as a baseball pitcher.



	1.01 Expand and refine vocabulary through knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, roots, derivatives, context clues, and etymologies (word origins) to assist comprehension.

1.02 Select key vocabulary critical to the text and apply appropriate meanings as necessary for comprehension.

1.03 Increase reading and writing vocabulary through: 

· wide reading.

· word study.

· word reference materials.

· content area study.

· writing process elements.

· writing as a tool.

· debate.

· discussions.

· seminars.

· examining the author's craft.

1.04 Use word reference materials (e.g., glossary, dictionary, thesaurus, online reference tools) to identify and comprehend unknown words.
	· The use of vocabulary activities involves Tier 2 words.  Learning these words include knowing how to spell words correctly, using them in a sentence, creating a definition, and lastly looking up the definition out of the dictionary.  Students’ word-knowledge is assessed at the end of the unit through a cumulative assessment.      


	2.05 Evaluate inferences, conclusions, and generalizations and provide evidence by referencing the text(s).

2.09 Listen actively and critically by: 

· asking questions.

· delving deeper into the topic.

· elaborating on the information and ideas presented.

· evaluating information and ideas.

· making inferences and drawing conclusions.

· making judgments.

3.01 Respond to fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama using interpretive, critical, and evaluative processes by: 

· analyzing word choice and content.

· examining reasons for a character's actions, taking into account the situation and basic motivation of the character.

· creating and presenting a product that effectively demonstrates a personal response to a selection or experience.

· examining alternative perspectives.

· evaluating the differences among genres.

· examining relationships among characters.

· making and evaluating inferences and conclusions about characters, events, and themes.

3.03 Justify evaluation of characters and events from different selections by citing supporting evidence in the text(s).

3.06 Conduct research (with assistance) from a variety of sources for assigned or self-selected projects (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people, libraries, databases, computer networks).

	· Students will complete a variety of after-reading activities.  These include Author’s Craft, Double Entry Diaries (DED), Discussion Director, and Character Sketchers that include an artistic representation of the character created by the student.  Through Author’s Craft, students will become familiar with major literary techniques that authors use when writing.  Double Entry Diaries enable students to analyze the text and organize thought into a graphic organizer.  Discussion director encourages students to lead classroom discussion and ask higher-level thinking questions about the text.  




